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SUBSTANCE OF DISCUSSIONS 
of 
STATE-JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MEETING 


HELD IN ROOM 20-923, THE PENTAGON BUILDING 
ON WEDNESDAY, 18 JULY 1951, AT 1100 


PRESENT: 
General Bradley Mr. Matthews 
General Collins Mr. Nitze 
General Vandenberg Mr. Rusk u 
Admiral McCormick Mr. Hickerson 4 
Admiral Duncan Mr. Ferguson A 
General Bolte Mr. Marshall 
General White Mr. Tufts 
Admiral Davis 
Admiral Wooldridge . 


Admiral Lalor 
Colonel Carnes 











_duagment, until they see what these. are. 


. GENERAL VANDENBERG: eee kind of measures have you. 
been considering? 

MR. RUSK: . We. think that we can get away with certain 
minor things. : . 

_MR. HICKERSON: For example, an economic blockade. 

ADMIRAL McCORMACK: What about a.naval blockade. 

MR. HICKERSON: We are not sure about that one. 

GENERAL VANDENBERG: What about internal disruption? I 
think that we could raise hell with the internal Chinese 
economy... We would, not, deliberately go after their eities 
though we would of course kill a certain-number of people. a4 
in attacks on ingustvial installations. 

MR. HICKERSON: I think that proposal would lead to a 
Lot. of soul-searching and to objections from our allies. 

MR. RUSK: ‘I think, sO. Furthermore, I think we, would 
have to. look at that ‘proposal, in the whole context of our | 
relationship: with the Soviet. Unionn == 

. GENERAL . BRADLEY: ot think we should beatin by, cee 
of the small actions, for example, could we ‘begin hot es a 

MR. RUSK: I think we could. 

GENERAL VANDENBERG: I am not altogether enthusiastic 
about hot pursuit unless we can supp Tenant it with other 
actions, Hot pursuit alone will result in more of our people 
being killed, 

MR. RUSK: We have been considering the following course 
of action. We might announce that we can no longer tolerate 
the use of Manchurian bases. If the Communists continue to, 
use these bases, we might then destroy Antung. If. they 
resisted, we might then open up certain new actions. 


GENERAL COLLINS: 





eran 


ee 


A nn Ok Wanna an aeons sere oc ee ee 


ae eh od 


StL 


m0 Fete: 
Bele tet acct Fale le, 


eae Each om re 


1: 








18. 


. GENERAL. COLLINS Hot pursuit alone would not be- ade- 2 


quate. : rT think: we would have to go. after. their anti-aizeratt~ 


and the destruction of their base facilities as well, 
GENERAL BRADLEY: - It is one thing to say that we will 
respond to any attack but we must remember that it will open 
up Japan. to. attack. | 
| GENERAL COLLING= What about Naval blockade? How would 


é 


that affect, Hong. Kong? . P 


MR. RUSK: We have talked some about a blockade in which 


each country would atteupt to stop its own ships. This might 


be a less belligerent but an effective action. 


WR. HICKERSON: ‘We think that we could get the UN members 


to deny their ships permission to go to. Chinese Communist 
mie ee mere us to enforce this measure on their 
behalf, PaaS | a | | 

aR. RUSK: The ‘Swedes, for example, think that would ibe 
an effective. operation. . co 

GENERAL BRADLEY: Do you mean that you would: get a oe 
collective decision and not just individual decisions? 

MR. HICKERSON: I think that something along those lines 
could be done. Blockade is an ugly word in some quarters, I 
think we could achieve the objectives of a blockade without 
instituting it. . 

GENERAL COLLINS; Regarding the possibility of a break~ 
down in negotiations, I think that someone in high authority 
should ‘state that we are very disturbed about the failure 
to date to agree upon terms of an agenda. If nedor tations 
break down, I suggest that we should go after the enemy 
in a much more vigorous way, but I have in mind a blockade 


and attacks on bases in Manchuria. We ought to lay Ene pasts 


for this ie our Cw statement at Fhe present Paes: a th 
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| oan BRADLEY: ‘don! ¢. suppose: we wih have any trouble |: 








a 


in removing, ‘the. restridtions now. imposed on. us in North ‘Korea. a 





MR.: RUSK: 
GENERAL, BRADLEY®. We. have. Laid : off the, power plents and” 


That. is. true, te ene : 3 . E : ae es 
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MR. RUSK -Perhapa it, , woud ‘be, a , good idea to arrange 


Beets ee 


staff talks between us regarding the steps we will take if 


a 


there is no cease-fire. 


ee 


GENERAL BRADLEY: Our paper. includes some. of these, things. 


St ad 


‘ GENERAL VANDENBERG: TI have been working, myself, on a 


SO 


paper which will propose more drastic measures, on 

GENERAL COLLINS: We have discussed two possible i ans | 
to this question of the reduction of foreign forces in Korea. 
I take it that you are planning to draft a statement for use 
by General Ridgeway or Admiral Joy which we will all be able 


to review. I.would like to suggest that State review: my 








oe adres bein reduce ‘theirs. 





Mp, RUSK I think the proposal has merit. 
MRS -HICKERSON: a ABET ORs; ba ey a 
‘GENERAL’ COLLINS: ee ‘al “dubious about, giving Ridgeway 











responsibility tor this which would - carry with it responsi- i 








bah ty: for, the fe bar of. the agreenent. 


2 “even talie about ‘this protien. We should remember that | we ee 





“Feagon why: feel we. should not. give in too’ on on this: esas o 


"ADMIRAL, MeCORMIOKs We! might put tt on: the: basis that: we 






are ‘prepared, to. Listen to their proposals. . 
_ MR. | MATTHEWS Did you, General Bradley, have a chance 





to talk to Elliott. os ee 
‘GENERAL. BRADLEY: Yea. He wants me to give him | a. ‘List 
of the points. about. which we want to. talk. oan sore him’ about 
the points in the British paper that worried us. He» mOUEO" 
like to have a formal list to take up with his chiefs. } 
MR. MATTHEWS: I was simply wondering if you had any . 


progress to report, 
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"GENERAL VANDENBERG: 4 assume that Be tort wit: inform 
oe Oliver ‘Franks of his discussion with General Bradley ena i 
that will take some. of the heat off ee Sd a 1 meeting with | 


the British, 
RECONNAISSANCE ovER CHINA . 
| UR. MATTHEWS : . Have you reached any fur ther gopetue tous 





on the question of air " reconnaissance over China? 


GENERAL BRADLEY: We have not discussed the matter since 





yesterday. ae 
MR. MASTERS ve We talked briefly with the Secretary about 


it. ‘He: thinks: that. we should restrain ourselves to ‘the 











coastal cities while. the negotiations: are going on. 
TupROVEEENE oF COMMUN ICATTONS WITH KOREA 





MR. RUSK: We have the fecling that when the new team—~ 
‘Van Fleet-~ gets, into action it will ‘be important to’ put : 
‘ourselves in. a position ‘to backstop him properly, Is there: 





any way in which. communications with Korea could be improved 





- $0 that we ‘could be eshelp/ to Van Fleet as possible? Commnd= nes 


‘cations with Korea have been quite ‘glow ‘in coming through: 
GENERAL BRADLEY: I think that is sree a question of 
arrangements within Korea. 
GENERAL COLLINS: I assume they do not want to put any 
of these communications on the air. 
| GENERAL BRADLEY: They may be flying them to a cable head 
in Japan. | 
GENERAL COLLINS: I think we might check into this to 
determine why the messages are coming through as slowly as 
they are, 
MR. MATTHEWS: We have received a message from 
General Ridgeway concerning his se with ur. Rhee. It is 





several, days. after 






